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Course Summary

Class presentations / Debate

Two teams will have to challenge the following statement : Are civic technologies a
pastime for the middle class ?

Course

e Introduction - conceptual framework
e Civic technologies : a definition
e [nternational use-cases

Workshop

e Using Loomio to collectively decide how you will be evaluated
D



Key concepts - conceptual framework




“Democracy as compared with other
ways of life is the sole way of living
which believes wholeheartedly in the
process of experience as end and as
means; as that which is capable of (
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“Our choice is not between "regulation” and "no
regulation.” The code regulates. It implements
values, or not. It enables freedoms, or disables
them. It protects privacy, or promotes monitoring.
People choose how the code does these things.
People write the code. Thus the choice is not
whether people will decide how cyberspace
regulates. People--coders--will.

The only choice is whether we collectively will
have a role in their choice--and thus in
determining how these values regulate--or
whether collectively we will allow the coders to
select our values for us.”

Lawrence Lessig
Code is Law
1999



The Open Source Definition (Open Source Initiative)

1.

10.

Free Redistribution The license shall not restrict any party from selling or giving away the software as a component of an aggregate
software distribution containing programs from several different sources. The license shall not require a royalty or other fee for such sale.
Source Code The program must include source code, and must allow distribution in source code as well as compiled form. Where some
form of a product is not distributed with source code, there must be a well-publicized means of obtaining the source code for no more than a
reasonable reproduction cost preferably, downloading via the Internet without charge. The source code must be the preferred form in which
a programmer would modify the program. Deliberately obfuscated source code is not allowed. Intermediate forms such as the output of a
preprocessor or translator are not allowed.

Derived Works The license must allow modifications and derived works, and must allow them to be distributed under the same terms as
the license of the original software.

Integrity of The Author's Source Code The license may restrict source-code from being distributed in modified form only if the license
allows the distribution of "patch files" with the source code for the purpose of modifying the program at build time. The license must explicitly
permit distribution of software built from modified source code. The license may require derived works to carry a different name or version
number from the original software.

No Discrimination Against Persons or Groups The license must not discriminate against any person or group of persons.

No Discrimination Against Fields of Endeavor The license must not restrict anyone from making use of the program in a specific field of
endeavor. For example, it may not restrict the program from being used in a business, or from being used for genetic research.
Distribution of License The rights attached to the program must apply to all to whom the program is redistributed without the need for
execution of an additional license by those parties.

License Must Not Be Specific to a Product The rights attached to the program must not depend on the program's being part of a
particular software distribution. If the program is extracted from that distribution and used or distributed within the terms of the program's
license, all parties to whom the program is redistributed should have the same rights as those that are granted in conjunction with the
original software distribution.

License Must Not Restrict Other Software The license must not place restrictions on other software that is distributed along with the
licensed software. For example, the license must not insist that all other programs distributed on the same medium must be open-source
software.

License Must Be Technology-Neutral No provision of the license may be predicated on any individual technology or style of interface.



“Civic” technology ?
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External critics
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Collaborative
government

Transparent Participatory
government government

Co-produced
government

Citizen-centered
government

Government
as a platform

New public Government as a
administration service provider

Infomediaries

>
Transformation of structures and processes

>
Building trust

>

Source: The Loch Ness Model : Can ICTs Bridge the Accountability Gap? - The World Bank
B



International use-cases




Transparency

Opening government data for
better accountability
and policy making

“How the Department of Justice
used data to hold Baltimore police
accountable”

Emily Shaw, Sunlight Foundation




“[In 2009], it was conventional

COI | a bo ratl O n wisdom in the tech world that the

public sector was so slow and

Government role is to create the inefficient, so bureaucratically
platform for everyone to hidebound, that it wasn’t worth
participate, collaborate and collaborating with.”

connect.
Viren Lu, The New York Times




Coproduction

Closing the gap

GOV

“Public participation methods

on the cyberpunk frontier of
democracy”

Liz Barry, Civic Hall




Hacktivism

2017 Chief Executive Election
Civil Referendum in Hong Kong

https.//frama.link/popvote




Workshop




Proposal
Seek collective agreement

Check

Track participation and find volunteers

Poll

Measure popularity or offer a choice

Dot Vote

Prioritise options

Time poll
Find a time to meet

Ranked choice
Rank options in order

https://frama.link/evaluationTGS




